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WIRRAL COUNCIL

HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC REPRESENTATION PANEL
13 MARCH 2015 

SUBJECT: OBJECTION : PROPOSED VERGE / 
FOOTWAY PARKING RESTRICTIONS 
ARROWE ROAD, GREASBY

WARD/S AFFECTED: GREASBY, FRANKBY & IRBY

REPORT OF: MARK SMITH, HEAD OF ENVIRONMENT 
AND REGULATION

RESPONSIBLE PORTFOLIO 
HOLDER: 

COUNCILLOR STUART WHITTINGHAM

KEY DECISION?  NO

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report considers an objection submitted against the proposal to introduce 
a verge / footway parking restriction on Arrowe Road, Greasby. 

1.2 The report recommends that the Panel notes the objection and that the 
proposals as shown on attached drawing no. TD0639w0 be recommended to 
Regeneration and Environment Policy and Performance Committee for 
approval and implementation.

2.0 BACKGROUND AND KEY ISSUES
2.1 The Integrated Transport Block Capital Programme for 2014/15 agreed by 

Cabinet on 13th March 2014 provided an allocation of £77,750 for each 
Constituency Committee to be distributed in relation to Improving Road Safety 
and Promoting Active Travel and Health.

2.2 At its meeting on 16th October 2014, Wirral West Constituency Committee 
(minute 20 refers) selected and prioritised a list of schemes to be considered 
as part of the allocated budget for ‘Improving Road Safety’ and ‘Promoting 
Active Travel and Health’. The recommendations were identified through 
consultation with a Road Safety Task and Finish Group which consisted of 
local Ward Councillors, the Constituency Manager and the Road Safety 
Manager. The group reviewed this list of proposals taking into account cost 
and feasibility considerations identified by officers.

2.3 The committee agreed to fund the introduction of a pavement parking Traffic 
Regulation Order on the full extents of Arrowe Road, Greasby that will remove 
parking from the footway / verge and will create informal traffic calming due to 
vehicles parking fully on-street, i.e. will have the added benefit of reducing 
speeding.
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3.0 OBJECTIONS

3.1 The statutory advertising process for the proposal included publication of 
notices on the road and in the press on the 17 December 2014, with an 
objection period from 17 December 2014 to the 14 January 2015. All Party 
Spokespersons and Ward Councillors were informed. 

3.2 Consultation letters providing details and extents of the proposals were 
delivered to 118 properties directly affected. 

3.3 One letter has been received objecting to the proposed verge / footway 
parking restrictions scheme from a resident of no. 145 Arrowe Road. The 
content of the objector’s concerns along with a detailed response are as 
follows:

They have two cars in the family of which one they park on the pavement 
area in front of the house. The car is not fully occupying the pavement and 
they do not consider their vehicle to be obstructing pedestrians.

Although the order would prevent parking on the grassed verge which is 
relevant on the rest of Arrowe Road there is no grassed area in front of their 
house that could be damaged and the appearance of the area is not affected 
by the car parking there.

If they cannot park on the pavement in front of the house they would have 
difficulty in parking on the road as it is virtually opposite the junction of Arrowe 
Brook Lane and potentially other cars would come to close too their vehicle 
causing damage and also make disembarking hazardous.

Footway pavements at this location are not constructed for vehicles to 
be parked on and this type of parking can potentially cause damage to 
underground services and obstruct the movement of pedestrians, 
prams and wheelchair users depending on how the vehicle has parked.

It is an offence to drive onto a footway that is not leading to a driveway 
or designated parking place. Although an individual may consider they 
are not causing a hazard by parking on the pavement, by driving onto 
the pavement or footway (to park or otherwise) it is still an offence 
under section 72 of the Highways Act 1835.

There still remains an onus on the individual not to park on the public 
highway where they are causing an obstruction or potentially causing a 
hazard regardless of the existence or otherwise of parking restrictions.  

The introduction of a verge / footway traffic regulation order would help 
in supporting enforcement action to be undertaken where persons 
continue to park on the verge / footway. 
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4.0 RELEVANT RISKS 
4.1 Failure to implement the scheme on the full extent of Arrowe Road would 

reduce the opportunity to prohibit parking on the verge / footway which not 
only spoils the visual appearance of the verge, but can also create significant 
hazards to other road users, in particular vulnerable pedestrians such as 
children, disabled people and the elderly. Furthermore, damage to the paving 
and grassed surfaces, underground services and drainage systems can result 
from this practice.

 

5.0 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
5.1 None identified. 

6.0 CONSULTATION 
6.1 As part of the consultation exercise for this scheme letters were delivered to 

local residents in the vicinity of the scheme, informing them of the proposals. 
In addition, consultation was undertaken with Party Spokespersons, Ward 
Councillors, Cycle Forum, Pedestrian Forum, Emergency Services, Freight 
Transport Association, Road Haulage Association and Merseytravel.

7.0 IMPLICATIONS FOR VOLUNTARY, COMMUNITY AND FAITH GROUPS
7.1 There are no specific implications under this heading arising from the 

recommendation of this report.

8.0 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: FINANCIAL; IT; STAFFING; AND ASSETS 
8.1 The cost of implementing the recommended verge / footway parking 

restrictions scheme is approximately £4,100 and this will be funded from the 
Integrated Transport Block Capital Programme for 2014/15 agreed by Cabinet 
on 13th March 2014 that provided an allocation of £77,750 for each 
Constituency Committee to be distributed in relation to improving road safety 
and promoting active travel and health.

9.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
9.1 There are no specific implications under this heading arising from the 

recommendation of this report other than the traffic regulation order process 
referred to in paragraph 2.3.

10.0 EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS
10.1 Has the potential impact of your proposal(s) been reviewed with regard to 

equality?

Yes – the impact review can be found at the link below.

http://www.wirral.gov.uk/my-services/community-and-living/equality-diversity-
cohesion/equality-impact-assessments/eias-2015
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11.0 CARBON REDUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
11.1 There are no specific implications under this heading arising from the 

recommendation of this report.

12.0 PLANNING AND COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS
12.1 There are no specific implications under this heading arising from the 

recommendation of this report.

13.0 RECOMMENDATION

13.1 The report recommends that the Panel note the objection and that the 
proposed scheme to introduce a verge / footway parking restriction scheme 
be recommended to the Regeneration & Environment Policy & Performance 
Committee for approval and implementation. 

14.0 REASON/S FOR RECOMMENDATION/S

14.1 The introduction of a verge /footway parking scheme on the full extent of 
Arrowe Road would assist in reducing significant hazards to other road users, 
in particular vulnerable pedestrians such as children, disabled people and the 
elderly and also in preventing damage to the paving and grassed surfaces, 
underground services and drainage systems.

REPORT AUTHOR: David Kirk
Network Management Officer
Telephone: (0151) 606 2148
Email: davidkirk@wirral.gov.uk

APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Proposal to Introduce Verge / Footway Parking Restrictions, Arrowe 
Road, Greasby
Plan Ref No. TD0639w0

BACKGROUND PAPERS/REFERENCE MATERIAL

None

4

mailto:davidkirk@wirral.gov.uk


Rep3671

BRIEFING NOTES HISTORY

Briefing Note Date

None

SUBJECT HISTORY (last 3 years)

Council Meeting Date

West Wirral Constituency Committee 16 October 2014
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